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WASH]\GTON PresxdentReagam
szgned amr executive order yesterday,
- that makes it easier, forF. of[xc;ale:t').
‘stamp docuraents “secref” reversing.
K: 30-year trend of giving the pubik
' more access to govérnment files: g
“ltis essennat fbr our citizens to:be
“informed about'their government’ S:
‘ activities;’ but‘*xt'ls*also essential ‘10,
. protect certain Senisitive mformanorh
“when" disclosure’ £ould harm - the’
security of all our citizens,": Reaaan
'said in & statement accompany g,
theorder. SUTA - ; ]
“The order replaces one’ sxgned by
-Presmem Jlmmy LCarter in 1978 mat’
- placed new resmcnons on use of the
-government” secrecy ' stamp. and™in:’
'sisted that secrecy be specifically.
. balanced against the pubhc‘s rightto:
know: e
“The Reagan order, 5
-effect -in about<10" days and whlch”
‘went !hrouOh'several drafts in:the’
‘dast year; has been criticized by jour+|
‘nalists . and~ c1v1l -libertarians ~as”
.grammg ‘government ~officials?tdo ]
‘much power to wnhhold xm‘ormatxon

«able" HM.W‘». el o 3
ODeletes: arter’s -mandate»that®
officials must :*determine’ whéther?
the ~public - interest in dtsclosure-
-outweighs the damage 10 national,]
“security that - ‘might. rea§onablxabe
‘expected from disclosure.. v ‘i
s o Drops Carter’s: reqmrement that-

- classified ydoguments: be reviewedj
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* after ‘six yéars with an eye toward
‘releasing them unless their contin-
_ued classification is required to pro-

‘tjon: “the vulnerabilities or capabili-

_security.”. Critics claim’ this provx-
_sion amounts to a “blank check™ for~
.the governmenL to keep documems'
‘secret.-

‘=Sen. DanielP: Moymhan 3t New

‘-me nauonal ‘security be “identm-

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
3 April 1982

tect. nanonal security. . .
- @ reates a new area .ot claasmca~

ties of systems, installations, projects
or plans that relate to the national

York,-the ranking Democrat on. the
Senate Intelligence Committee, said
‘the panel had urged Reagan to keep
‘Carter's requirement that.damage to

able" before mformat n’ conld be
: classified. " R
“Not to have done” so _as a rms~
take," Moynihan said:® 770
But Sen. Barry M. Goldwater (R
Anz ¥ the Intelligence Commlttees
echaxrman calted the order-the “prop-
“er common-sense balance”’ between
- government secrecy and the need for
a well-mformed pubhc .

e Have- never - subscnbed to the
‘notion -that  there -are no..enemies:
within the boundaries of our coun-~
‘try.” Goldwater said. "Truly sensitive.
mformanon must beo kept from,
them iz L :
Rep Glenn English. (D,<0kla)

chaxrman of the Government Opera-
nons mformatxon and mdxvxdual

- .,_A_.‘

: lghts Qubcomn'mtee ‘saidith
; gan ordet’s overall me*sage |§;A“clas-
S|fy, classify; classify.” b
“* He said the order appears to ex-
‘pand g*eaﬂy th°-amount of informa-
“tion: that is subject'to classification;:
~and’ 'ix\crease the number of bn-

to haVe been designed pnmanly for
‘the convenience of burea%érais who .
‘want to- hide their actiot.s:from the
public,” English said. * ‘One can only
assume-that- the. mania for. secrecy.
‘goes all the way to- 'he rtop of the

admmxstratxon_ o

- Semcradmlmstrat\on ofﬂcxalssald
-yesterday: they: did not- believe the

‘meiits being kept Secret. But' they|

,tiondecxsxons, L &

‘had led: to the release of some infor

-of the order had allowed entire docu-.

.new order would lead to more docu:

"said it would make it easier to block
court challenges to thexr classmca-

At'a White House briefing, the Offl-
cials said the order would help-
reduce the perception in other coun-
tries that the U.S. government can be |
forced - to give out cr‘nca} mtelll- :
‘gence] mformauon' ; :

The omcxals sani Carters order

mation that should have been kept:
secret, but they refused to- xdemxfy
thedocumenrsorglvedetalla\ see 20

- Although- broadenmg the’ govem~
‘ment’s power to coptrol information,
the final order reflects a retreat from
earher proposals. »; = ¢ v

‘Unlike a previous, draft the order
swned by Reagan keeps Carters
requirement that 'classified docu-!
ments be marked secuon by section |-
-as to their sensitivity. Earlier drafts

ments 1o be classified even if only.
parts comamed sensmve mforma-
tion.,

)"‘&’

The fmal order also backed off a
proposal that-would. have required’
documents to-be classified at the
highest possible.level even if there’
was reasonable doubt about the need
»tokeepthe document secrer YA L

“The order states that in Such'c cases,
the dociiments should be safegt.ard-
‘ed as if classified for 30 days while an:
appropnate official delermmeﬁ what

secrecyc}assmcanon 1o apply.’ s
- Previous orders.dating to the le-
on’ administration had. insisted ‘that:
-where .there. was"reasonable-doubt;
‘the. document should not-be classi-.
_fxed -or the-lowest: possible secrecy
leve} should beapplied. - e
“Like “the Carter’ order; Reagan s
‘order has three: levels of ‘classifica:
tions: top secret, secret and confiden-!
tial. It also retains the requirement
that secrecy not be used to cover up
waste or wrongdoing.: ey
-A ‘group “called. the ‘Reporters®
‘Committee comp)amed that Reagan's’
‘order "will prevent the press histori-]
-ans, academicians, - ‘résearchers ‘and ]
other citizens from obtaining- infor-+
. ‘mation about foreigs affairs; mtelh-
gence and defense planmng " Tl
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